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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 5901 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AEMR, CB, VS, RP, US 

SUBJECT: U.S. TITLE TO VIETNAMESE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
REF: MANILA 5870 

1. 1 DISCUSSED QUESTION OF TITLE TO VIETNAMESE AND 
CAMBODIAN MILITARY VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT WITH PRESIDENT 
MARCOS MORING MAY 6. HE HAD ALREADY BEEN ALERTED TO 
PROBLEM BY MELCHOR. 

2. MARCOS IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZED IMPLICATIONS OF PROBLEM 
AND STATED THAT IT WAS NOT RPT NOT IN PHILIPPINE INTERESTS 
TO PLACE ITSELF IN MIDDLE OF THIS ISSUE. HE THEREFORE 

CALLED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ENRILE AND INSTRUCTED HIM TO FIND 
SOME WAY OUT OF PREDICAMENT CREATED BY ROMULO'S NOTE. 

3. ENRILE HAS DISCUSSED ONE OR TWO POSSIBLE LOOPHOLES WITH 
ME, BUT HAS AGREED THAT HE CAN PROCEED EFFECTIVELY ONLY 
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COMMUNICATED TO HANOI. IF LANGUAGE IN "NOTE" TO HANOI IS 
AS TIGHTLY WORDED AS LANGUAGE IN NOTE SENT TO US, ENRILE 
MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY IN FINDING WORKABLE LOOPHOLE. 

4. HOWEVER, MARCOS INTENTION IS CLEARLY TO PERMIT US TO 
EXERCISE TITLE AND PREVENT RETURN OF VESSELS AND SHIPS TO 
INDOCHINA. ENRILE UNDERSTANDS AND SYMPATHIZES WITH THIS 
OBIECTIVE. HE HAS PROMISED TO GET BACK TOGETHER WITH ME 
AS SOON AS HE HAS SOME SUGGESTIONS. I WILL STRESS TO 
HIM URGENT NEED TO RESOLVE ISSUE BEFORE VESSELS IN 
VIETNAMESE FLOTILLA REACH SUBIC ETA FIRST LIGHT MAY 7. 

SULLIVAN 
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